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Barnet Brookside Methodist Church

December 201% February 2012

Seasons Greetings !




...l am so sorry Vicar - but with all the snow this
week - no-one has managed to get to church...
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Mi ni sterds Letter

Dear Friends,

| am writing this on the Sunday before Advent.
I't is sometimes known
Sunday and | have been preaching on that
theme. The theme is triumphant but the
Gospel passage is about finding Jesus, the Ki/g
among the poor, neglected and marginalised.
Ours is the King who was crucified. Ours is &
King who was also a shepherd.

In a weekds time the
with its powerful themes of hope and judgmerig
Very shortly we will be immersed in the theme -
of Christmas as we try to understand once
again how God was in a baby born in
Bethlehem.

Earlier in the year | was staying in Bethlehem
and visited the Church of the Holy Nativity, the
traditional site of the birth of Jesus. | presided
at the Lordo6s Supper at a Catholic alt:
many problems these days, economically as well as politically. The Israelis have built
a wall (security barrier) between it and Jerusalem. Large Israeli settlements have
been built close to the Arab town. Unemployment is high.

One evening Richard and | got lost in Bethlehem. Earlier a taxi driver had taken us

on a tour of the best graffiti on the wall as he had seen Richard taking pictures. We
found ourselves outside a refugee camp. It was after we had had a drink at a luxury
hotel that we got totally lost. No one bothered us. All was quiet. We just walked

the streets hopelessly lost. There, in Roman occupied, Jewish Bethlehem, the Son

of God was born. Where else but among the marginalised? We finally, by the use

of modern technology, found our way back to the hotel.

| wish you a happy and blessed feast of the Nativity!

Very best wishes,

Col I n
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Remembrance Sunday 2011
@

We will long remember Remembrance Sunday 2011. Ten years ago the ceremony
at the War Memorial was presided over by a Methodist Minister alone. In 2003 |
was joined by the Rector o
St Maryds anpQ
congregation joined us for &
the first time (a foretaste off§l
things to come). In 2010
we were joined by the
Baptist minister and his
congregation and in 2011
we were joined by Rabbi
Lerer from Barnet United
Synagogue and his cantor.
2011 saw the largest
crowds in my 10 years.
From school children (East]
Barnet and Churchill
Schools laid wreaths) to
veterans of the Second World War and war in Iraq. From a serving officer of the
RAF to the Deputy Mayor and other councillors. There were tears in some eyes as
the Hebrew memorial prayer was intoned.

We were packed in church, not everyone who wanted to could getin. In my

sermon | talked about 2nd Lt Newton Rowley a member of New Barnet Wesleyan
Church who was killed at the Somme. He was 26 when he was Kkilled, the youngest
child of Jasper and Louisa Rowley of Somerset Road, New Barnet. He lived with his
wife Dora in Tudor Road. His father was a stationery manufacturer and probably
Newton worked for the firm. He served in the 8th Btn of the Yorkshire Regiment

and he is buried near Albert in France. All this has been gleaned from the internet.
We displayed a picture of his Commonwealth War Grave during the sermon. His
name is on the East Barnet Valley Memorial in New Barnet (together with another
Rowley who | have not been able to trace).
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Remembrance Sunday 2011 T

Recently a flower vase was rediscovered at church and
cleaned up. Itis now shining beautifully. It was given b
Dora Rowley to the Wesleyan Church in memory of her
beloved Newton. Judy Smith remembers it being used i
the old church. We used the vase for flowers at Harvest
this year. Dora wanted it to be for the Glory of God and
6to keep in remembrancebd
years it had been put at the back of the cupboard and
tarnished. Itis now sparkling in remembrance again.
Just before the last hymn the joint junior church came in
show us the poppy wreath they had made. On it they
remembered people (and a few pets) they had lost. It we
fitting end to a memorable day.
Two weeks earlier we had welcomed representatives of
Royal British Legion branches in North London and
Hertsmere for the launch of the poppy appeal. The May
of Barnet and Hertsmere were in attendance with the
Representative Deputy Lieutenant, Mr Martin Russell,
soldiers and cadets.

Later, as Chaplain to the East Barnet branch of the RBL, | offered a prayer at the
dedication of a plaque to Sgt Paul Bartlett, who
grew up in this area, and was killed in Afghanistan
in 2006. He served in the Special Boat Service
and was awarded the MC posthumously for his
bravery. His uncle, Mr Paul Adams, unveiled the
pl aque. Sgt Bartlettds
of honour read on Remembrance Day.

Colin Smith

™l P.S. We also possess a brass plaque in memory of
= Arthur Collins who was killed in the South

African War in 1901. Does anyone have a
memory of where it used to be displayed? Did it

a also come from New Barnet Wesleyan Church?

= | have not been able to find out very much

except his regiment and the place where he died.
Any information welcome!
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Missions Matters
@

The 2011 Annual Mission and Ministry in Britain Report offers some interesting
insights into the work carried out in Britain todayn the words of Mark Wakelin,
Secretary for Internal Relationships,"...the basis of our mission is not an arrogant
shot at society from a high moral ground, but an honest admission that as we share
in life's challenges, we also want to share the gracious and generous gift of Jesus
Christ ....offering new possibilities and hope."

One project which Mission Britain supports is The Bridge, a Church for people who
don't like church. Centred in Hinckley, the Bridge runs a series of community
activities for all ages in relaxed , informal settings. It advertises its meetings on beer
mats and runs a market stall, from which it offers coffee, a rest in comfy chairs and
prayers for passerby.

On Sunday afternoons people meet for a presentation lasting about an hour. There
are activities for young people and children, including games, DVDs, songs, prayers,
drama and talks. Everyone joins together at the end for refreshments.

Since the appointment of a youth worker and an associate leader, a youth group has
been formed, and also a group for teenagers who want to get involved in social
justice issues. Other groups are MOOT, a men's group which meets in pubs, curry
houses, restaurants and sports venues and RECKLESS, a holiday club for young
people. An Alpha course was run in a local bar and restaurant. All this would not
have been possible without funding from Mission Britain, so thank you to everyone
for your support for this fund and for the £1,212.32 raised from Barnet Brookside

in 2010/11.

Mary Zelinger

%&&R&&&&&&&&&&%&%

STOP PRESS from Rob & Jenny Noble:
Jonathan Noble's wife Sarah has given birth to a &
boy Isaac Thomas on the 26th November / &
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Flowers

o
(ol edododededododdodeddodeddodddoddJedddddd ]
g ]\/\omy thanks to all those people who have contributed to the

Flower Rota over the years and continue to do so.

+1e1.1.1.1.1-1.1.1.3..3.1.3-1.3.1. 3.1

B Unfortunately this year we have had several weeks which

v have not been fi“ec{, and so J am appealing to those people
ﬂ who enjoy lookilf\g at the 'ﬂowev‘s in the church every week, but
have never contributed to think about sighing the rota fov* 2012

which is now on the noticeboard.

11,1,

ﬂ All you have to do is give one of the ﬂowey‘ arrangers the

v money on your chosen date and she will bu\y and arrange the

ﬂ ":IOWEVS ‘FOV ou.
. Y

v J look fov‘wow*c! to seeing some new names on the list.

g Rosemary Ellicott
(<]

o
SOSOO000000000000000000000000
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Ministerial Meanderings

INTERFAITH MATTERS

We were glad to welcome Rabbi Barry Lerer from Barnet United Synagogue to the
war memorial in East Barnet on Remembrance Sunday. We are looking forward to
an evening visit to the synagogue in December. Members from the Methodist
Church, St Maryds and Manor Drive went
Jewish Museum in Camden Town and were welcomed by a guide from East Barnet.

An Interfaith Celebration was organised at Brookside in One World Week with
representatives of the Muslim, Si kh, B
event much appreciated by a large audience. We continue to think of ways of

developing relationships locally with people from different faiths.

ST MARY®6S VACANCY

Richard moved to St Albans in August. He was installed as Sub Dean and Senior
Canon at the Abbey on Saturday 1st October. | was very honoured to be invited
to preach at this very special service, though | was unusually nervous. My sermon

on holiness was however well received.

We continue to be very glad to have the parish office at Brookside and are grateful

to Anne for much help given. | meet regularly with her, Martin and Jenny-to co
ordinate diaries and to check arrangements. The church wardens, Jon and Chris,
have worked very hard and they have given the partnership a high profile in the
procedures for recruiting a new rector.

representative have also been very supportive.
NEW HEATING SYSTEM

A further stage in the reordering and improvement of the church was completed

by Remembrance though not actually needed because the day was so warm. New
boilers and a new heating system have been installed at a cost of £63,000. The left
hand wall of the church has also been plastered and painted white to match the
right hand side. The new smaller heaters are much quieter than the old ones. We

will not rest long before we move on to the next stage.

WESLEY HALL

The redecoration of Wesley Hall has more or less been completed and we have
beautiful new carpets throughout. The Wesley Hall committee has been talking
about the mission of the building and |

We will report back!
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REINVITATIONS

The Barnet & Queensbury circuit meeting has agreed to continue the appointments

of the Revd Colin Smith to 2015 and the Revd Michael Giles to 2017. They used a
new procedure which meant that there wi
given notice in advance of any concerns. This was introduced after an embarrassing
episode of O6An I sland Parishd showed a

circuit meeting.

REVD DR JENNY KING

Jenny is well known to the congregations at St Marys, Brookside and Celebration.
She is an Anglican priest and is now authorised to serve as a Methodist Minister.
Her late mother was Mrs Doreen King, a member of High Barnet Methodist

Church. Jenny will be presented with her authorisation document by the Assistant
Secretary of the Conference during the Covenant Service. Edward, Jean and | were
amongst those who had tea with the Bishop of Hertford when he gave her

permission to officate.

HARVEST FESTIVAL

We had a good joint harvest festival at Brookside and another splendid harvest
lunch. Gifts were taken to Homeless Action in Barnet.

FAMILY HISTORY

| was very pleased to meet a 2nd cousin for the first time in October. Rosemary

lives near to Northampton and is the granddaughter of my great uncle Frank Elliott,
who died near Yrpres (3 days after his brother Joshua) in 1917. Their elder

brother William was killed in the early days of the Great War. Frank was a

sergeant and was awarded the Croix de Guerre by the French for rescuing French
officers. | had the opportunity of holding the medal. Frank was married to Lizzie
and Rosemaryds mother Ruby was their o
Frank was a valet before the war to one of the great industrial families of Belfast
(Harland & Wolff) and Lizzie was a parlour maid, possibly for Lord and Lady Pirrie,
also of Harland & Wolff. Lizzie was born in Omagh Court House where her father
was court keeper. I read Frankd&s card:
one point he was sent back to Ireland to help put down the Easter Rising in Dublin.

I mentioned him during the British Legion service at the end of October.
Colin Smith
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Guild Programme 2011 -2012

7th December Painting Landscapesgouise Sutton
14th December Magazine Eveninddorothy Tolfree
11th January Mary Queen of HeavenRevd Colin Smith
18th January Edwards Quiz oy
25th January Revd Dr Jenny King ﬁﬁzﬁ
1st February All this for you- Revd Colin Smith 6 Vq_, j
8th February Bygone Items lan Torrence ||
15th February Revd Sue McKenzie
22nd February A Visit to Egypt Christine & Derrick Setchell
29th February Cherry Lodge
7th March The Heavenly City Old & New Jerusalem
- Revd Colin Smith
14th March Away with the Wheel erds
- Graham & ShirleAnne Wheeler
21st March Revd Steven Hill
28th March Nigeria Health Project
4th April Iceland & Cold Walks Mick Brandrick
25th April AGM &Call My Bluff Margaret Thompson
2nd May Fish & Chips Beetle Drive
_—
[T - I
, Jean&DaveDennis |
. wish all friends -
I at Barnet Brookside, =
I Joy and Peace I
i at Christmas |
. and throughout 2012 .
! % !

S
()

1 & 1
.

I We will make a donation to the |
North London Hospice
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Heaven Hell and in between
@

Extra seating was brought into the Brookside lounge for Colin's new seridalké
entitled as above. He arrived with a poster of a painting for a Byzantium exhibition;
an uncompromising image of a ladder reaching to heaven with human (monkish
even!) forms attempting to scale its heights. O Dear!
- those (perhaps the less obedient Colin suggested)
are snatched off it by winged devils with hooks and
carried down to hell. This engaging opening talk
focussed on 'Love Wins' (I?) a controversial book b
Rob Bell, an influential American pastor and author
which challenges widely prevailing views of heaven
hell. Colin began by recalling a funeral he had take
very short notice in August. A young man had died
and a friend had organised his burial in East Londo
telling Colin that his pastor was coming as well. Th
pastor arrived late but not late enough to say at the
graveside that if the deceased hadn't been born ag
he will burn forever in hell I'! So much for sensitivit |
nevertheless Colin posed the question as to whethe .|
humanity is divided into two; a select few going to
heaven, the others to burn in flames !

Clearly Rob struggles with (or intends to) struggle with a series of New Testament.
texts and seems to deny himself (and us) every which way of enhancing our chances
of celestial bliss, preferring to invite us to consider new ways of looking at heaven.

Is heaven somewhere without images? Should heaven begin on eartivisVis

hell, or how we usually envisage it, Rob asks what might be the fate of non
Christians who through circumstances not of their doing, never get to hear of

Christ's saving grace?

Colin felt that Rob was close to 'universalism' and explained this minority view

which holds that all will be saved. While, as always, placing a value on hearing
ranges of different views, Colin disclaimed 'universalism' and upheld the Wesleyan
view that all could be saved as opposed to all would be saved. Touching on aspects
of human depravity he described our God as loving and generous yet a God of
Judgement without whom there could be no justice. Alleluia!

Edward Eldred.
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. . . ®
Operation Christmas Child Appeal 2011 |

shoeboxes
Thanks also to all those who helped with filling the boxes.

to this yeards Opera

The shoeboxes were filled with Christmas gifts, stationery,

sweets and practical items such as flannels, soaps,
toothbrushes, hats and gloves, as well as £2.50 in each box for transport costs. The
boxes will be sent to disadvantaged children around the world.

Barnet Brookside managed to beat the total from last year and filled a grand total of

52

shoeboxes

(out of i

nterest the total

as we know that they are greatly appreciated by the children who receive them.

Country Shoeboxes

Distributed
Belarus 293,735
Bosnia 65,925
Haiti 22,728
Kenya 24,323
Kosovo 31,788
Kyrgystan 58,942
Liberia 52,524
Montengro |20,246
Mozambique| 15,497
Romania 149,314
Serbia 116,336
Swaziland |71,819
Ukraine 164,725
Zimbawe 24,364
Pagel2
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he shoe box

where t
distributed in 2010

Her eds
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CHRISTMAS BEGINS

When does Christmas start?
Does it start when the shops
begin playing Christmas carols
and putting up decorations?

Or is it at the beginning of
Advent which starts 4 weeks
before the 25" December and is
a special time for us to use to
get ready for the birth of Jesus?

The word Advent means
‘coming’ and the season of
Advent before Christmas, like
Lent before Easter, is a time to
get ready. A time to look forward
and prepare, not just by writing
Christmas cards and wrapping
presents, but by inviting Jesus
into our hearts and lives today.

So perhaps the question isn't
when does your Christmas start,
but when does it finish?

December 201t February 2012

CHRISTMAS EVE

24t December is Christmas Eve
and the answer to each of these
questions starts with the letters
EVE. Answers below.

1. What EVE is equal?

2. What EVE is a swamp in
Florida?

3. What EVE is a happening?

4. What EVE is a dried flower?

5. What EVE is the end of the
day?

6. What EVE is the world's
highest mountain?

7. What EVE never loses its
leaves?

T ——

What goes red, white, red,
white, red, white?
Santa rolling down a hill.

What did the snowman and
his wife hang over their baby’s
cot?

A snow mobile.

What's brown and sneaks
round the kitchen?
Mince spies.

T ————

Answers: 1 even 2 Everglades 3 event
4 everlasting 5 evening 6 Everest
T evergreen
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Christmas in Philately

The very first Christmas postage stamp was issued by
Canada in 1898. This was a world map carrying the
simple text o0Xmas 18986.
== = ¢ 1991 Angels from the Isle

i of Man

¢ 1998 Hungarian Nativity

The next time a Christmas stamp
appeared was in 1937 when

of rose and zodiac signs. Then in
1939 Brazil issued fou designs of Christmas stamps with

a charity surcharge. These showed the wise men and the Christmas star, a child and
an angel, mother and child, and the Southern Cross constellation and child. In
warti me Hungary followed in 1941 with
raising surcharge.

¢ 1969 Botswana African Madonna and Child

¢ Malawi with

the message for

the whole world

C 1976 Malta

Madonna and

Child

TUTT VT UT T VTV T TUTT Y
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A decade passed
before Cuba
issued a set of
poinsettias and
1954 saw Haiti

TYTUT T T TV T T T TV T U T YT T YT

i
b
;

make a Christmas
issue and soon afterwards Luxembourg, Spain, Liechtenstein, Korea and Australia as
well. The United States joined in, in 1962, and in 1966 Royal Malil finally caught up
with the trend by issuing Christmas stamps chosen from 5000+ entries in a

children's painting competition.

Since the 1960's so many postal authorities have issued Christmas stamps that a
thematic stamp collection of them numbers many thousands. Single stamps, sets,
first day covers, stamps in miniature sheets, are very much the norm. Everyone
knows that it's not only the philatelist's pockets that are suffering. The cost of

sending a Christmas card in the post has sorely suffered inflation since the 2c face
value of Canada's Omapbo.
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